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BEFORE THE
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL
STATE OF WYOMING
IN THE MATTER OF REVISIONS TO )
WATER QUALITY RULES AND ) STATEMENT OF
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 24 ) PRINCIPAL REASONS
CLASS VI INJECTION WELLS ) FOR ADOPTION
AND FACILITIES )
INTRODUCTION

The Environmental Quality Council, pursuant to the authority vested in it by Wyoming Statutes §
35-11-112 (a)(i) has adopted revisions to the following chapter of the Wyoming Water Quality
Rules and Regulations: Chapter 24, Class VI Injection Wells and Facilities .

Section 35-11-302 (a) of the Environmental Quality Act (the Act) establishes that “[t}he
administrator, after receiving public comment and after consultation with the advisory board, shall
recommend to the director rules, regulations, standards and permit systems to promote the
purposes of this Act. Such rules, regulations, standards and permit systems shall prescribe:

“(ii1)  Standards for the issuance of permits for construction, installation, modification or
operation of any public water supply and sewerage system, subdivision water supply, treatment
works, disposal system or other facility, capable of causing or contributing to pollution.

“(vi) In recommending any standards, rules, regulations, or permits, the administrator
and advisory board shall consider all the facts and circumstances bearing upon the
reasonableness of the pollution involved including:

“(A) The character and degree of injury to or interference with the health
and well being of the people, animals, wildlife, aquatic life and plant
life affected;

“(B)  The social and economic value of the source of pollution;
“(C) The priority of location in the area involved;

“(D) The technical practicability and economic reasonableness of
reducing or eliminating the source of pollution; and

“(E) The effect upon the environment.”

Section 35-11-313 (f) of the Act establishes that “[t]he administrator of the water quality division
of the department of environmental quality, after receiving public comment and after consultation



with the state geologist, the Wyoming oil and gas conservation commission and the advisory board
created under this act, shall recommend to the director rules, regulations and standards for:

“(i)  The creation of subclasses of wells within the existing Underground Injection
Control (UIC) program administered by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under
Part C of the Safe Drinking Water Act to protect human health, safety and the environment and
allow for the permitting of the geologic sequestration of carbon dioxide;”

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 24

Water Quality Rules and Regulations Chapter 24 governs the construction, operation, and closure
of Class VI wells for the purposes of geologic sequestration. Chapter 24 is based upon federal
requirements under the Safe Drinking Water Act for underground injection of carbon dioxide
(CO») for the purpose of geologic sequestration, located in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
at 40 CFR Parts 124, 144, 145, 146, and 147.

Proposed revisions to Chapter 24 include adding or editing passages for consistency with the CFR,
removal of passages that are redundant to the Act, and the correction of formatting inconsistencies,
grammatical, and capitalization errors.

Section 1. Authority and Purpose.
e Updated the statute cross-reference and corrected formatting inconsistencies.
Section 2. Definitions.

e Removed definitions already defined in the Act and added the appropriate statutory cross-
reference.

o Added definitions for consistency with Water Quality Rules and Regulations Chapter 27.

e Added definitions for consistency with 40 CFR §§ 144.3, 146.3, and 146.81.

e Renumbered as needed.

e Corrected formatting and grammatical errors.

Section 3. Applicability.

e Corrected formatting inconsistencies.

e At paragraph (b)(i), combined paragraph (A) with (b)(i) and removed (A) to correct a
formatting error.

e At paragraph (b)(ii), corrected cross-reference.

e At paragraph (c), removed statements that were redundant to the Act.

e At paragraph (e), added a passage for consistency with 40 CFR § 144.35(a).

o At paragraph (f), added a passage for consistency with 40 CFR § 146.84(b), § 146.85(b),
§ 146.90, § 146.92(b), § 146.93(a), and § 146.94(a),
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